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OLYHPIA MILL

-

i Laraest Cotion Batory
l]mlﬂr 08 Roof

More than a Million Dollars Investec.i
in a Great Enterprise—One
Plant Operating More than
" 100,000 Spindles — The

Opportunities Offered
Unskilled and Un=
trained Help.

 HOSY MODERN AND UP-TODATE MILL

PLARTIN THE CODRTRY.

Every Convenience and Comfort
Offered Mill Help—A Happy
i and Contented Family.

The climax of cotton mill development

in this State for the century just closedl

* was reached In the Olympia Cotton Mill It
stands out conspicuously as the highest
type of mill construction in this country,
and is pronounced by competent mill peo-
ple to be the most compiete, up-to-date and
promising cotton manufacturing plaat in
the country. It represents the type of
Whaley mills, all of which ars successful.

It is withou: doubt the largest cotton
mill under 2 single roof in the entire South-

‘ern States, and competent judges announce
that it iz the most complete mill plant in
this country, and no wation is ahead of
this country in the cotton mill dusiness.

Pecple hear and know that the Olympia

M1 is the largest In the South, dut they
may not know, nor do they think, of what
combinations go to make this magnificent
structure what it is..

Think of 2 single cotton mill consuming
15,000 bales of cotton. N

It will employ, when all machinery is in-
stalled and in operation, more thaz 1,200
gble-bodied operatives.

AN AVENUE OF OPERATIVES' HOMES.

¥t has the most modern and improved
machinery and, with the new and up-to-
date machinery, operatives can readlly
earn more than they would in old plants
with antiquated equipment.

Tt has the best ciass and most up-to-dale
homes for its operatlves.

T+ s on the direct line of the Columbla
Electric Street Railway, and within a faw
minutes’ ride of the heart of the city.

It is near enough to the city to give all
the advantages and pleasures of the city
of Columbia.

Tt will bulld 2 $20,000 school building for
the children of its operatlves 3n_r1 support
the school of its own accord and out of its
own funds.

It offers the bes: school and church op-
portunities to its help.

1: is a mill operated, owned and man-
aged by Soutn Carolinians, who have the
game sentiments, purposes and feelings as
those who do the work.

It has lavished money in installing the
most thorough sanitary arrangements in
the mill and its village.

I employs a mill physician, whose
vices are at the call of employees without
cost.

The wages are full and the plece work as
anl other classes permit Dbetler incomes
than usbal, because of the improved facil-
4ties and new machlnery.

Ear-

1

The plant Is operated throughout with]
electricity. The expectation is to soon offer
electric lights to all of the operatives for
their homes. )

The plctures indicate the neat and at-
tractive homes that are provided for the
help.

ABOUT THE MILI, BUILDING.

Something of the giant mill itself: The
mill bullding of the Glympia Mill is 533
feet 2 inches long and 151 feet 2 inches
wide, and contains four floors and a base-
ment, each story being 18 feet high.

There are two towers about 2 by 2 feel
and 120 feet 6 Inches high, contalning the
stairways and the tanks for the sprinkier
system.

Adjoining the rear wall of the mill at the
middle is 2 machine shop and in the Tear
of this is the engine and boller rooms. The
engine Toom being 120 by 30 feet, and the
boiler house 140 by 40 feet in plin. In the
rear of the latter is the building for the
mechanical draft plant. The first flcor of
the building is devoted to opening bales
and weaving; the second floor to weaving,
slashing, spooling and warping; the third

to canding, drawing and lapping, and the

1

| fourth floor to spinning. Communication
between the floors is also afforded by two

Otis electric elevators driven by allernat-
ing-current motors.

The mill will operate 104,000 spindles and
the latest Draper looms have Dbeen put into
the mill. The total number of looms to be
operated will be 2,400 40-inch looms.

The eleciric equipment at the mill com-
poses everything that has been conswruct-
ed by electrical or mill engineers, It is by
odds the most thorough that has yet been
undertaken.

By using electricity the cost of vhe mill
ibuﬂdings was reduced by 10 per cent on
account of the absence of heavy iransverse
walls through the mill, mecessary for the
head shafis at the beltway, with the belt
and shafting cysiem. Sixiy-one per cent
of the shafling cost was savad by the use
of electricty. Three-inch shafting iz the
largest in the building. Sixiy-six per cent
of the cost of the beits and ropes was
gaved with the electrleal system. The sav-
ing due to these thr-e items was sufficient,
it 13 said, 1o more than pay for the cost
{of the electrical equipment of the
| Part of the electrical generaiing plant is
{uesad 10 ilght the town and also to run a
street rallway. The maximum power me-
quired by the mill is about &,6K-horse

mill.

{
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THE OLYMEIA COTTON MILL, COLUMBIA, §. C.

The generating plant consists of three
McIntosh & Seymour engines, each of 2
normal rating of 1,600-horse power, cupable
of developing 2 maximum o! 2,00-horse
power, directly connected to alternating-
current generators.

The engines are of the vertical cross-
compound condensing type, with cylinders
20 and 4§ inches in diameter, and 2 stroke
of 42 inches. The cylinders are steam-
jacketed, and a reheating receiver is placed
between them.

PLENTY OF PURE WATER.
_The-water supply for the mill comes’
from 2 spring-fed reservoir of some 800,000
gallons’ capacity, which also supplies the
mill village with its drinking water.

The mill §s heated by two 1:-foot eleetri-
cally driven Sturtevant fans, blowing air
through horizontal ducts along the front
and rear walls of the mill, as shown in the
half plan and section of the mulll build-
ing. /

The mill architecture is iraposing and
the structure is beautiful. Considerable
mon2y was expended in beautifying the

_Lpossible now.in bt

T, : 'S
5,500,000 capital, the &xtent of its con-
structive achievements may be Dbetter
realized. ¢ %
THE-GENIUS OF: W. B. SMITH
WEA

In Cojumbia alone it has planted 167,00
spindles and 43840 looms,’ or more than the
whole State had twenty years ago, and
the caplital employed in these mills—8,100-
0%—is ‘only less than that required for
the smaller number of looms and spindles
in 1880, because ofthe greater economy

It is proper to add that Mr Whaley is
the president of =1l but the smallest of
these four Columbiz mills which he has
planned, ‘and‘which, with 181,00 spindles,
4,620.106ms and $3,000,000 capital, represents
the largest cotton manufacturing invest-
ment in the South and one of the largest
in the United States.

An example of his far-sightedness and
quick business perception may be noted
in connection with the electrical installa-
tion of the Olympia Mills. As scon as the
clectrical transmission of power had been

building and every possible convenlence is:
provided in and around tke mil The |
closets and wash rooms are finished in;
marble and mosaies, and elevators are%
at hand for the operatives. A i,0M-pound!
Schane bell is in one of th: towers an-ll,
with beautiful tone strikes the hours, and |
in the second tower there is a standard !
time clock.

The officers of the mill company are:

President, W. B. Smith Whaley.

Vice president, W. A. Clark.

General manager, J. S. Maore.

Secretary and treasurer, W. H. Rose.

Superintendert, F. 5. Barnes.

A SUBJECT OF PRIDE.

The mill was constructed on the plans
of W. B. Smith Whaley & Co, the most
successful mill engineers in the South.
This firm has left its deep imprint on the
industrial development of the Souyth, and
especially in South Carolina. In a rzcent
article it was stated that: *“The record
of the firm is that of 589,676 spindles, 14,580
looms and $5,500,000 capital in a working
period of. seven years, unapproached by
‘any mill englneering firm in the South,
and should be a subject of pride to South
Carclina and to Columbia, as well as to
the members of the firm.”

When we consider that in 1830 the entire
State of South Carolina contained oniy
25 cotton mills, with 181,743 spindles, 13,418
looms and $,084,000 capltal, against this
aggregate [or one young South Carolina

definitely determined upon for that mill
and Its location determired, he at once
purchased the existing electric car lines
of the city, also the electrical lighting
business, and wiil furnist the power and
current from the Olympiz: also provi
electricity for the other mills. The re-
sultant economies will not only be facters
in the net earaings of the railway a=zd
thtiz}g gystems, *but will also add an
apprggls,ble net income to credit of the
mill. X

OLYMPIA'S GREATNESS ACENOWL-

. ; EDGED.

Last Aprii, ‘wién the great Olympla Mill
was started up, it was examined by a
number of the leading cotton mill officers
in the country, men who lead in the cotton
industrizl movement. One of thesz was
Capt Manning, of the Amoskeag Company,
who, said: *“The Olympia was the finest
structure of the sort he had ever seen.
He was glad the Olympia was not a com-
petitor of the Amoskeag Company.”

Mr Richardson, of Massachusetts, said
that the Olympla Mill was, in his opinlon,
the fnest cotton mill In the world—the
finest in architecture and equipment—and
he said this with a full realization of what
he was saying, as he was connected with
New England mills.

Not leng zgo Mr H. E., C. Eryant
made a trip through the mill territory
and made disinterested and impartial in-
quiries and wrote a series of articles on
the result of his inquiries in the wvarious

firm of 539,676 spindles, 14,560 looms and

power: v

mills in this State and North Carolina,

.3he best milisy-—

de

and here !s an interesting summary in
one of his letters:

“In pessing through a mill settlement
some weeks ago I stopped at the home of
n middle-aged man who had-five children
working In the mill. He lives in & six-
room, two-story house. I met him some
distance from his house; I sail: T want
to sce how you people live. I would like
to gc¢ in seme home where several children
live.) He started in a jiffy and said as
e walked:  ‘f'ome and go in my house.
|1 haye five children, tut they. are in the
mill.}
we went through the dining room Into a
bed room, and thea Into the parlor. The
old gentleman was proud of the parlor.
He tarew back the windew curtains and
pointed to the large pictures on the wall
They were paintings from photographs of
his children. The floor of the room was
carpeted nnd in one COTNEr Was an Organ.
From kitehen to garret the house was
elean. When mine host had seen me to

B il

Entering the house from:the rear|

NING TIMES

EATEST GOTTON MILL.

paper man on the editorial staff of the
New York Times, visited the South and
made a careful study of the mill situation,
and in one of his letters recently to his
paper this New York writer had this to
say, among Other things: S
_“TWhile the owners and stockholders are
making money they are conferring per-
manent blessings upon the peeple. AS in
other towns where new mills have des
manded increasing numbers of operatives
‘shops have started to suppiy the needs of
‘ gperatives or those who were employed In
new industries called forth because of the
coming of & laboring popuiation. Stores
have been obliged to carry large and more
varied stocks. There Is more travelling
by tail. It is 2 matter of daily occurrenca
that among the passengers who overcrowd
the trains of the Southern Railway there
are Inqulrers arriving at various peints
to look over the land with the view of set-
tling, either as persons already concerned

In cotton manufacturing or hoping. to be,
or tradesmen seeking a new market.

the door he said: ‘I farmed on rented land
before I came here, but I could not feed
my family there now. I like the life
here. I like my employers. They treat
us well If we behave in llke manner to-
ward them. If we misbehave they turn
us out and gat others in our stead. When
I moved lhere the superintendent warned
me agalnst drinking. He sald that” he
would have none but sober help. He
meant what he said, for I have not seen
a drunken man on the bill since I came
here two vears ago. My children are in
good health and seem satisfled. We are
all contented. All of us belong to the
Church and attend regularly.’

“T went from house to house and heard
the same story. Indeed, there is no prob-
lem at the best miils between capital and
labor, for the mill owners and operatives
dwell in harmony.

The varicus relizious denominations in
the mill sections are dolng a great deal for
the factory element inthe South. Preachers
call or the operatives and their familles
at their homes. Churches are bullt and
preaching and Sunday-school conducted at
nearly every mill. Within the last five
years in the South much has been done
for the betterment of the condition of the
cotton mill help. The work Is till going
on.

“No one who knows the facts, as any
one can learn by going to the mills, ean
doubt that the people who work in the
coton mills of the South are far better off
in every way than ever before.

“Such are the conditions in all the Caro-
lina mills,"

Afr E. G. Dunnell, an experienced news-

{ ONE OF THE OLYMPIA HOMES.

“The country is beantiful. It is charm-
ing to the eye; it is naturally healthful,
and in the towns will be more healthfal
with a little eriticism and sanitation. The
summers are long and the winters brief
and unusually mild.

HOME OFFERED

“pyut it is not alone in the coming of the
trolley, the expansion of the shops, the
paving of streets in towns, the sanitation
of all placés of large population, the sen-
sation of earning money with a regularity
and cértainty never befora enjoyed in the
seciion, that oceasion for refolcing is
fouad in South Carolina. Attentlon was
directed by a thoughtful and observant
cltizen to a soclological phase of the in-
dustrial development that is most satls-
factory, and that it seems 2 pity could not
be extended In some way to the State of
Kentucky.

<“1When Columbia began to build mills,
and the operation of the mills nhad made a
perceptible drain upon the most conven-
jent and willing class of the population
that was fitted to work in the mills, that
draln was felt a liftle at points more or
less remote from Columbia. Men and wo-
men who had vearned for opportunity to
get money without dlgging or hoeing for
it. moved from the foothills into town,
first into places vacated by the people who
moved earliest, and afterward, as the
mills began to rise nearer to the hills, into
the manufactories elsewhere.

EFFECT OF PROSPERITY.

w\[ost of these people were of the real
hardy mountaineer Sort, with the same
soft, deliberate courteous add-ess that is
characteristic of all the mountaineers in
the Virginias, the Carolinas, Tennesseée or
Kentucky. They brought with them stal-
wart frames, simple appetites and igno-
rance of letters. Dut they were not al-
together at fault for that. They had not
been treated as wards of the State. There
was a moving down from the mountain
distriets into a region where there were
schools and stores and churches of a
proud but earpest and ambitious multi-

+ude that had gotten along without these
thinzs simply because all their neighbors
had dome likewise for years. But the
pride that had been satisfied in the moun-
tains and back country made them ambi-
tious to keep up with the order of things
in the region to which they had migrated.
The children must be clothed like other
children; the wife must not be compelled
to live Iin a sun bonnet. 4

~! SCHOOLS FOR ALL. :
“The public schools were at once patron-

oped like their parents if it had not been
for the bullding of new cotton mills. New
needs demanded money to gratify them.
The sun of clvilization was rising. -

“In many respects this is the very best
result of the Industrial awakening in
South Carolina. The mill towns are bound

| to become centres of intelligence, taste, de-

veloping appetite for neecessary and
rious surr~undings, and, with, the passing
of vears and the accumulation of means,
groups of the owned homes of thousands
who came to the towns penniless and igno-
rant, and have been by industry and thrift
converted Into law-2biding, temperate, in-
dependent and self-respecting Americans.”
All that Mr Dunnell has to say is correct,
but more so here; 2s the mill owners real-
jze that the best help is that which is best.
pald and given the greatest of home com-
forts, and that is the purpese of the Olym-
pla’s management. !
WORK ALL THE YEAR ROUND.
Cperatives in the South can and do work
all the year round if they wish to and it
is not here as it is up In the New England
States, that the cold weather interferes
with work for several months in each year.

THE BEST OF OFFICERS.

The Olympia Cotton Mill has collected
all the best things that are to be had. It
has the flnest mill building, the finest ma-
chinery, the latest looms, spindles and
other machinery, but the policy of the mil
has been and is to put the 'most: expe-
rlenced men at the head of the various de-
partments. President W. B. Smith Whaley
knows the mill business from the ground
floor up. He worked his way from the dot-
tom to the topmost rung of the ladder,
and ‘s0 General Manager J. 5. Moore has

“knows Its every detail, and so on down the
line, -and ;
anxlous to secure unskilled help and irain
the workers with the skilled and compe-
2 short time—g very short time—before the
new help can and does earn as much as
any in the mills. At Olympia there will de
room for all i

THE BEST PEOPLE AT WORE.

Thers are to-day thousands of the Dest
people in South Carolina who are ‘working
in the mills, and who are delighted that
they change. Families who had “been.
mere tollers and eked out an existence are
to-day living comiertably in mill communi-
tles: their children have the'best of school
tacilities; they have the best of church.op-

-portunities, ¥
around they and their working family Te-
celve thelr pey and can and do put aside
money. . Families who| worked under ‘the
Hén system and were co :
and that debt growing month by month

ing 2nd the debt basis, and went into the
mills with their grown children and soom
enjoved comfortable and regular incomes.

1t 4 the comstant aim of such CcOTpora-
tions as the Olympia to have competent
and happy belp, and to have 2 healthy and
satisfied community, and to that end ev-
erymingpossiblehas‘been.andisbe{ﬁg.
done for the health and pleasure of the
operatives. >

There Is no healthler community than
tha: at the Olympla Mill. The company
has an excsptional sewerage a2nd drainage
system; aﬁguhagaiswtedawaybytha
_garbage carts owned by the mill. The
company has employed a competent, well-
known physiclan, whose /business and

OLYMPIA'S HELP.

pleasure it is to attend to every medieal
want of the operatives at the expense of
the mill company.

The management is desirious of having
the very best class of operatives o live In
+heir village and to work in the mill. As
the mill Is just starting up this enormous
plant, the company will require several
hundred families to give it the full num-
per of operatives. The mill, therefore, is
offering to receive “‘green” help and to
teach them to work in the fantors.

Anyone desiring , to invesiigate with a
view, of accepting this offer, can get ail the
information, such as regards to wages of
the different kinds of work, ete, by writ-
ing to the superintendent of the Olympia
Mills, or any of the mill officials, at Colum-
bia, 5. C.

Columbla offers z great many advantages
to people moving into the city. Its fine
churches and fine schools glve to those
persons living in Columbia advantages not
possessed by 2 good many other localitles.

The mills are all locatzd on the street
car line, making them very accessible {0
any part of the city.

A good many families in the past have
moved in from their farms to work in the
factories here. They se:m to be perfectly
satisfied and in many insiances have bet-
tered their condition considerably.

The mil] officials will be glad to commu-
nicata with any partles deslring to come to
the mills for the purpose of working in
them, and are satistiad that the opportunl-
ties are such as to satisly them,

The story of the Olympia Cotton Mill is
one of intense interes: to every Carolinlan,
and when one thinks it will be realized
how very intimately the cotton mills of
the State ars aswciated with the {adusirial
Ide\'elopmem of ihe State,

tent holp mow used. It Is a matter of but

ized by children who might have devel-’

been brought up in the 'mill business, and -
‘thet is why its management is-

when pay-day comes

nstantly in Qebt,
and year by year, finally abandoned farin- -



